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Soil Pursuits
A Monthly Update From CT FarmLink

A Shared Vision in Middlefield
By: Maddie Dres, CT FarmLink Associate
Last summer, I visited the former Pogmore Farm in
Middlefield with Kip Kolesinskas, CT FarmLink’s
conservation soil scientist, for a site evaluation with the new
owner Jon Brayshaw. We were all happy to learn that
potential for the farm was endless. This summer I met with
Nate Trojanoski, who connected with Jon through CT
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FarmLink and has become the new farm manager. Nate has
reenergized the farm with a more exciting direction than

when he got his first flock of just 6
Corriedale sheep. At the age of 10, Nate
started showing his sheep across
Connecticut. By high school, his flock grew
to 20 ewes that he managed himself all
while participating in FFA, where he was
the vice president his junior and senior year,
and 4H.

Following high school, Nate gained experience working at a vet’s office, selling
livestock supplies with his dad at livestock shows, working on a beef farm, and
even sheering 6,000 alpacas for 2 years. Last summer Nate added a considerable
haying operation to his resume when he started making hay from 250 acres in
Guilford. Nate is currently a board member of the CT Sheep Breeders Association
and runs the sheering school at UConn in the spring.
With all this experience under his belt, Nate felt confident reaching out to Jon
Brayshaw on CT FarmLink with his vision for the old Pogmore Farm. On April 1st
Nate got started with Jon, creating a business plan, budget, and site plans;
conducting market research; working with a permaculture designer; and
applying for a CT Department of Agriculture Farmland Restoration Grant (which
they were awarded!).
While they haven’t broken ground on the many barns and new farmhouse that
Nate, his wife Melissa, and their two-year-old will be living in, they are hoping to
start construction soon. “It will be really nice to live where I work”, Nate said. He
has spent many years commuting over 45 minutes to his jobs and is excited to
be able to spend more time with his family. Nate and Melissa, the current
president of CT Sheep Breeders Association, met almost 15 years ago while
showing sheep. He commented nostalgically, “She had Romneys. I had
Corriedales”. Along with a sheep dairy, forest-raised turkeys, an organic market
garden, an onsite composting facility, farm store, and plans for eventually 250
ewes, Nate and Melissa are excited to start an education barn that Melissa will
run to serve local youth and FFA groups.

Nate had been on CT FarmLink for about 18 months before he found this
opportunity. “I was always hoping I would be able to have my own farm and own
my own property. I came to the conclusion two years ago that in Connecticut I
would have to leave if I wanted my own farm. Property is just too expensive.” This
is unfortunately the reality for many beginning and even experienced farmers in
Connecticut. Thanks to folks like Jon Brayshaw, who is committed to keeping
land actively farmed in his hometown of Middlefield, opportunities like this are
available on CT FarmLink for Connecticut farmers. I’m looking forward to visiting
the farm hopefully again next summer to see how far it has come.

Do you remember Dan and Tina
Greenwood from the first issue of
Soil Pursuits?
While they are only in their first
season of farming after closing on
their farm just months ago, they
have meat birds for sale next
month. If you want to support
these beginning farmers located
in Ellington that found their
property on CT FarmLink. click the
link below.

Are you interested in
Urban Farming? This
training series is for you.
Click the link above to
sign up. The trainings
will include
How to Choose and Use
Cover Crops, Using the
Weather to Farm, How to
Determine the Quality of
Produce, Soil Testing,
and so much more.

Is your family looking
for a fun and
educational activity
this summer? Sign up
for CFT's first ever
scavenger hunt link
below!

Congratulations to the 2022 Farmland
Restoration Grant awardees!
2022 Farmland Restoration Program awardees include:
1906 McEwen Farm Shelton,

Lone Elm Farm Hampton,

Farmington Farm Truck Farmington,

Dovehill Farm Moosup,

Howling Flats Farm Canaan,

Green Gate Farm Lebanon,

Hungry Reaper Farm Morris,

Ives Farm Cheshire,

Laurel Glen Farm Shelton,

Kurmay Farm & Garden Guilford,

South Haven Farm Orange,

Laviana Farms Suffield,

Sub Edge Farm Farmington,

March Farm Bethlehem,

890 Main Street Middlefield,

Oronoque Organics Stratford,

BOTL Farm Ashford,

Sharpe Hill Vineyard Pomfret,

Lost Oak Vineyard Lebanon,

Wheatfield Hill Farm Salem,
White Oak Farm Stonington,

The Farmland Restoration Program is a competitive matching grant program. It provides
matching funds (up to $20,000) with a focus on restoring and improving land with prime
and important farmland soils, in accordance with a Farmland Restoration Program Plan.
Funding for the FLRP is made possible by Public Act 11-1, codified in Chapter 422 of the
Connecticut General Statutes, subject to requirements and provisions of state funding.
Grant funds are reimbursed to the awardee after the project is successfully completed, a
final financial and written report outlining all expenses and tasks associated with the
project have been received and approved, and site inspection by agency staff is
conducted. Additional information about the program can be found at
www.CTGrown.gov/Grants

ARE YOU FOLLOWING CT FARMLINK ON INSTAGRAM AND
FACEBOOK? YOU MAY BE MISSING IMPORTANT RESOURCES
AND CT FARMLINK LISTING UPDATES!

CHECK US OUT @CTFARMLINK

